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Ready for Life and some 
of Hope College’s Greek 
organizations are providing new 
opportunities for students with 
disabilities to get involved in 
campus activities. 
Ready for Life is an 
organization on Hope’s campus 
that provides opportunities 
for students with cognitive, 
learning, or social disabilities. A 
new program this year is pairing 
up these students with Greek 
organizations as honorary 
brothers and sisters.
“The Ready for Life students 
benefit because it gets them 
more involved on campus and 
helps them feel more a part 
of the Hope community,” said 
Emily Perton, director of Ready 
for Life at Hope.
Five Greek organizations 
are already paired up with an 
honorary sibling.  The program 
works with members of the 
participating organizations 
inviting their honorary sibling 
to one or two events a week, 
giving the Ready for Life student 
more chances to get involved 
in campus activities and giving 
the Greek Life students learning 
opportunities as well.
“The Greek organizations 
benefit because they have the 
opportunity to build reciprocal 
relationships with someone with 
a disability.  They are also able to 
learn more about people with 
special needs and how to include 
everyone in a community,” said 
Perton.
Perton’s expectations for 
the program are affirmed by 
Elisabeth Brewington (’14) who 
has helped Perton organize the 
pairings.
“As a member of Sigma Sigma 
and a mentor for Ready for 
Life, I’ve learned a tremendous 
amount from these Ready for 
Life students and our little sister, 
Ree,” said Brewington.
“Although this may be 
considered a ‘volunteer 
opportunity,’ we end up gaining 
much more from these students 
than we could imagine giving 
to them. Giving our brothers 
and sisters the chance to make 
new friends, try new things, and 
feel more connected with the 
campus is what this program, 
and Greek Life itself, is all about.”
Both Perton and Brewington 
have high hopes for the program, 
and report that early on their 
goals are already being met.
“I would like the Ready for 
Life students to feel part of the 
Hope College community.   I 
would like them to feel just like 
any other student on campus 
and have the same opportunities 
to build community as anyone 
who attends Hope.   I would 
like them to build relationships 
and make lasting friendships.    
I want them to have the full 
college experience and gain 
independence just like every 
other college student,” said 
Perton.
Despite the program being 
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A silent march in support of the 
LGBTQIA community took place Oct. 14
BREAK THE SILENCE— A group of 14 supporters met at 
Lemonjello’s Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. to engage in a si-
lent march. The group bared signs throughout downtown Hol-
land and the Hope College campus. Participants remained 
silent during the march in alliance with those from the homo-
sexual community “forced into a place of hiding” due to ha-
rassment, abuse and isolation, according to a press release. 
According to the press release, “Hope is Ready sees the need 
to open up the conversations about LGBTQIA (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning, intersex and asexual)
rights. We are marching in silence to prove that we stand by 
those who are forced into this silence every day.” 
Photo by brookE McDonalD
Ready for Life teams up with Greek Life





Android app for Health Dy, revision 
to SALT survey system near complete
Campus to benefit 
from techie projects
ROYALTY IN THE RAIN— Hope College’s Homecoming weekend persevered in spite of the 
rainy weather. April Johnson (’13) and Justin Makowski (’13), pictured here with the Home-
coming court, were crowned Homecoming Queen and King during halftime of the football 
game on Oct. 13. Other events of the weekend included the Homecoming Hoedown Friday 
night, and the Homecoming dance Saturday night.
Photo by JorDan MEJaly
Hope royalty crowned
Technological advances are 
under way on campus, thanks 
to the teamwork and Java/
Javascript prowess of Hope 
College’s computer science 
department.  
 Students can look forward 
to reaping the benefits of two 
computer science projects 
continued from this summer: 
an Android fitness tracker app, 
and a revision to Hope’s online 
survey system. 
 Computer science professor 
Mike Jipping said the app, 
slated to be ready for use in 
January, will track workouts and 
biometrics. 
The idea to create an app 
originated with Becky Schmidt 
and others in the kinesiology 
department who were excited by 
the potential to track fitness in 
Health Dynamics classes and in 
H2O, Hope’s wellness program. 
With support from CIT, 
design work began on the 
app last spring and continued 
throughout the summer, using 
the department’s new “Summer 
Experience in Software” (SES) 
program.
The nine-week program 
provided students with an 
in-depth look at software 
development from beginning to 
end for a “real, live client,” said 
Jipping. 
In this case, Hope was the 
client. 
Tim Cooke (’12), a double 
major in computer science and 
math, worked on the app this 
summer with Jipping and John 
Stathakis (’13) through SES. He 
found the experience to be so 
fun that he considered quitting 
college so he could continue to 
do software development. 
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This Week aT hope
Wednesday          Oct. 17 
Seminary Day
Maas Center, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
First Half-Semester Classes 
End
All Day
Thursday         Oct. 18 
Air Force ROTC Info Table
Maas Center, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Last Half-Semester Classes 
Begin
All Day
Friday          Oct. 19 
International Student Pump-
kin Carving
Maas Conference, 1 - 3 p.m.
in Brief
NURSING DEPT. WOWS 
WITH NCLEX-RN SCORES
During the 2011-2012 school 
year, every Hope College nursing 
graduate who attempted the 
National Council Licensure 
Examination for Registered 
Nurses (NCLEX-RN) passed on 
their first attempt. Hope has had 
a 100 perfect pass rate for two 
years in a row, unusual among 
colleges nationwide; the most 
recent reported state and national 
averages were 90 percent and 88 
percent, respectively. Only 125 
of the 1,871 nursing-education 
programs in the nation also 
achieved a 100 perfect rate, 
according to a report by NCSBN. 
Nursing education at Hope 
began in 1982 with a combined 
program run with Calvin College. 
Hope established its own program 
in 2002. 
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Instead, he arranged things 
so he could graduate early in 
December. 
Cooke said SES is a valuable 
experience for anyone seriously 
interested in learning about 
software development. A 
highlight of the program for him 
was visiting local businesses in 
West Michigan such as Elevator 
Up and TechSmith. 
“It was interesting to see 
how they went about making 
revisions and how they handle 
errors and fix bugs,” Cooke said. 
He said his favorite feature of 
the app is how it tracks running: 
with a map, stopwatch, distance 
counter, and average mile time 
all shown on the screen.
Another contribution by the 
computer science department 
is that SALT surveys will be 
improved for full-length courses 
at the end of this semester, 
thanks to a nearly complete 
makeover of Hope’s survey 
system. 
Professor Ryan McFall said 
the system revision has been a 
long time in coming, because 
much of the code is the same 
as back in 1995 when it was 
written.
Hope started using the system 
in 2001 when Student Congress 
was interested in doing elections 
online. About three years later, 
the college started offering 
teaching evaluations online 
in its early stages, there is 
much optimism surrounding 
achievement of the set goals for 
the pairings.
“This is a new program, 
something that’s never been 
tried before, but I think it’s safe 
to say these goals have been 
achieved and will continue to 
be with the involvement of both 
the Greek organizations and the 
little brothers and sisters,” said 
Brewington.
The next step for the program 
is simple: to get even more 
people involved.
“With increased involvement 
and maybe more Greek 
organizations and Ready for Life 
students expressing interest, this 
program will continue to flourish 
and build relationships across 
campus,” said Brewington.
Students’ summer projects put to use 
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WHICH LENS ARE YOU LOOKING THROUGH?— 
The Hope College Philosophy Department and the Pro-
gramming Committee on Sexuality held a discussion panel 
on Oct. 1, “An Author Meets her Critics: Bringing Sex into 
Focus.” The purpose of the panel was to discuss the new 
book written by Hope philosophy Professor Caroline J. Si-
mon, “Bringing Sex into Focus: The Quest for Sexual Integ-
rity,” being read in various classes this semester, including 
some Senior Seminars.
Simon’s book listed six lenses through which people un-
derstand sex and sexuality: covenantal, procreative, expres-
sive, romantic, power and “plain sex.” The panel consisted 
of David G. Meyers, psychology professor, Jack Mulder, phi-
losophy professor, and Chaplain Kate Davelaar, who each 
discussed where they stand on Simon’s proposed lenses, 
before Simon herself addressed their criticisms and took 
questions from the listeners.
Looking into sexuality 
through different lenses
Many students 
have a mistaken 
impression that 
computer science 
is a lonely venture 
for students who 




instead of on paper.
System improvements 
include easier tracking of how 
many students complete the 
evaluation, as many professors 
like to offer extra credit or 
other incentives; the ability for 
students to save an evaluation 
and return to it using a unique 
confirmation code; and the 
chance for professors to compare 
their average anonymous 
responses to specific questions 
with campus-wide averages and 
percentiles. 
Overall, at least 15 students 
have contributed to the revision 
since the spring of 2009, four 
in particular: Matt Johnson 
(’14), Nick DeJongh (’15), Josh 
Campstra (’14) and Mike Henley 
(‘13).  
Johnson said it was great to 
see “what computer science 
is like outside of a classroom 
setting.”   
He also highlighted the 
teamwork aspect of the 
project as important. Students 
working on different sections 
of the system revision had to 
communicate with each other, 
which was “a lot of work, but a 
ton of fun.”
McFall, too, emphasized 
the group aspect to what the 
computer science department 
is doing with research and 
collaboration among students.
He said many students have 
a mistaken impression that 
computer science is a lonely 
venture for students who like to 
fix computers or are good with 
computers.  “That’s not true,” he 
said. “It’s a team effort.”
Strong testimony to this 
is Cooke’s plan to start a 
business with Stathakis, his 
SES teammate, after Stathakis 
graduates in May, a plan directly 
inspired by working on the 
android app together. They hope 
to create more apps and maybe 
even their own cell phone 
someday, a partnership that will 
continue into adulthood. 
“John is very good at 
design work. I’m very good at 
programming,” Cooke said. “We 
make a great team.”
—Prof. ryan MCfall
Please remember to vote on 
November 6th! Request an
absentee ballot from your local 
precinct. Visit www.usa.gov for 
more information.
Our upcoming presiden-
tial election offers a polarizing 
choice for the direction in which 
our country is to proceed for 
the next four years. I am vot-
ing for Mitt Romney because 
I believe strongly in the core 
values of his campaign: smaller, 
smarter, and simpler govern-
ment. He believes Americans 
deserve more jobs and more 
take-home pay, which should 
resonate with all of us who will 
soon be graduating from col-
lege. I, along with all of you, have 
been the beneficiary of a stel-
lar education at Hope College. 
As a graduating senior, I 
know the hardships my parents 
and I have endured to afford me 
the opportunity to attend Hope. 
We all know the hours of deter-
mined studying it takes to get 
through the rigorous academic 
program. We undertake this ad-
venture with a keen goal of walk-
ing across the football field in our 
cap and gowns, receiving that 
long-awaited diploma and set to 
begin our lives in the real world! 
Unfortunately, with a contin-
ued unemployment rate of just 
under 8 percent and 13 million 
Americans out of work, no sign 
of a plan and no end in sight, 
I’m afraid our options will be 
limited. Will we be able to af-
ford graduate school?  Find a 
job in our field of study?   For 
that matter, find any job at all? 
How many of you have friends 
who graduated in the past 
couple of years and are work-
ing a random job, “ just getting 
by until things turn around”? 
Paul Ryan, Romney’s running 
mate, recently said, “College 
graduates should not have to 
live out their 20s in their child-
hood bedrooms, staring up at 
faded Obama posters and won-
dering when they can move out 
and get going with life.” AMEN! 
Romney has created a specific, 
5-point plan that will get our 
economy moving again. It in-
cludes a plan to create energy 
independence, cut the deficit, 
establish a trade program that 
works for America, and sup-
port small businesses.  He has a 
proven track record for success 
as a businessman and leader.
Regarding social issues, I 
personally think this country 
has a long way to go in deter-
mining the government’s role 
versus our own morals and be-
liefs in shaping the decisions 
we make. Regardless of which 
party is in office, it is readily ap-
parent that will take some time. 
Our current election is accom-
panied by unprecedented eco-
nomic conditions, job losses, 
and an enormous deficit facing 
our country. I believe that if 
we don’t make a change, your 
gender, sexual orientation, be-
liefs on contraceptives, or skin 
color won’t change the fact that 
we won’t be able to find work, 
have quality healthcare, or plan 
for our future with confidence. 
Finally, Mitt Romney exudes 
optimism and pride in being an 
American. He is keenly aware 
of the example we must set for 
each other. 
“We still believe in an 
America that brings out the 
best in all of us; that challenges 
us to be better and bigger than 
ourselves!”  I couldn’t agree 
more, Mitt! 
Hope Democrats and Republicans
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“You abused the 
trust of those who 
trusted you.’.”
– Judge John Cleland, while 
sentencing former Penn State 
football coach Jerry Sandusky 
on Tuesday in Pennsylvania. 
“Hey, you’re going to 
be taken home by the 
marines today.”
– Pfc. Matthew Morgan,  while 
carrying bone cancer survivor 
Ben Baltz, 11. He was partici-
pating in his third triathlon of 
the summer when he had an 
accident with his prosthetic 
leg during the final portion of 
the race.
“Clear eyes, full 
hearts and America 
can’t lose.”
–  Presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney’s take on a catch 
phrase from the fictional 
television show “Friday Night 
Lights.” The comment has 
been routinly mentioned in 
campaign speeches this past 
month across Ohio and Iowa. 
“I was not thrilled 
when I saw that you 
have plagiarized this 
expression to support 
your campaign”
-Friday Night Lights writer-
director Peter Berg, on Mitt 
Romney’s paraphrase of the 
statement.
“He’s a down to 
earth guy.”
– Alex Alebachew, a close 
firend of cab driver Adam 
Woldemariam, who earlier 
this week reurned a misplaced  
$221, 510 to its previous 
owner. 
“Sometimes you have 
to be really high to see 
how small you are. I’m 
going home now.”
– Felix Baumgartner, after 
completing  a record-breaking 
skydive from 24 miles above 
Earth. 
“The operation near-
ly took 18 hours and 
the disaster response 
teams had to wait for 
the tides to recede to 
successfully recover 
the carcass.”
- Wilfred Solomons-Johannes, 
a Cape Town disaster risk 
management spokesperson, 
on the removal of the 30 meter 
carcass of a Southern Right 
Whale on Capricorn Beach. 
The carcass was beginning to 
attrack shark activity.
We all have that one profes-
sor who is an engaging lecturer, 
charismatic, highly intelligent, 
friendly, and who’s made it clear 
that they value the education 
and well-being of their students 
above all. We also know that no 
matter how highly we think of 
a professor, it’s inevitable that 
the second you get out of class 
you will hear someone saying 
how awful that professor is and 
how much they dislike them as 
an educator and as a person. 
Like most people, I some-
times feel a twinge of anger or 
resentment when I hear things 
like this. The person may have 
some fair points, but disrespect 
for those who serve you is not 
warranted, and as far as I’m 
concerned that particular pro-
fessor is a wonderful individual. 
Who’s right? Who’s wrong? 
To be honest, both are wrong. 
It is unhealthy and dangerous 
to have such blind allegiance 
to someone in authority to the 
point that you are willing to 
overlook his or her flaws and 
shortcomings. On the other 
hand, refusing to even acknowl-
edge that there are positive 
aspects about that same per-
son is equally close-minded. 
Now expand that thought 
process to a national scale. As 
a Democrat, I am a staunch 
Obama supporter and, similar to 
many of my like-minded friends, 
I am guilty of giving him a pass 
on issues I wouldn’t normally 
had a Republican been in office. 
The standard we hold our 
leaders to needs to be higher than 
just a childish sense of hero wor-
ship. If we are forgiving of those 
we like and over-critical of those 
we disagree with, then we lose 
an opportunity to set an overall 
higher standard for leadership. 
It’s an election year, and this 
is the time for us to be criti-
cal of both candidates. Politi-
cal party notwithstanding, un-
less we pay close attention, we 
will be tricked into giving away 
the most sacred gift we have 
in our system of government: 
our ballot. As I said before, I 
am casting mine for Obama. 
However, it’s not just be-
cause I align myself with the 
Democratic Party. It’s some-
thing much deeper than that; 
the reason I want to give Obama 
a second term is because I see 
how hard he has been working 
in the last four years and I see 
how much he has accomplished 
even though he’s faced opposi-
tion on every issue. He’s shown 
himself to be a fierce supporter 
of the middle class and through-
out the time he’s been in office 
he’s never lost his composure, 
even with the proverbial “weight 
of the world” on his shoulders. 
The comparison I made at 
the beginning about a profes-
sor and a student was not by 
accident; before Obama was a 
politician, he was a law profes-
sor. For me, the last four years 
have been something like a 
classroom experience. The les-
sons have been hard, the pro-
fessor has made me angry, and 
the amount of homework has 
been daunting, but after four 
years with him at the front of the 
classroom, I couldn’t imagine 
not signing up for his next class. 
express their election enthusiasm
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porter of the middle 
class and throughout 
the time he’s been in 
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Hope republicans presiDent
I personally think 
this country has a 
long way to go in 
determining the gov-
ernment’s role ver-
sus our own morals 
and beliefs in shap-
ing the decisions we 
make.









Air Time: 9:00-10:30 
p.m. Eastern Standard 
Time
Location: Lynn Univer-
sity in Boca Raton, Fla.
Sponsor: Commission on 
Presidential Debates
Participants: President 
Barack Obama and Gov-
ernor Mitt Romney
Moderator: Bob Schief-
fer (Host of “Face the 
Nation” on CBS)
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In a strategic move that has 
been undertaken with little me-
dia attention, the United States 
has sent a group of approxi-
mately 150 military planners 
and strategists to Jordan to assist 
the large number of Syrian refu-
gees currently flooding into the 
country. The U.S. also remains 
concerned for the possible dis-
tribution and release of Syrian 
chemical weapons by various 
terrorist organizations if the 
Assad regime falls.  
Jordan, a key U.S. Middle 
Eastern ally, has recently ex-
perienced a flood of immi-
grants–estimated at 180,000— 
who have escaped the 
bloodshed between the Assad 
regime and the Syrian rebels. 
The U.S. quietly began their 
mission this summer, after Jor-
dan was host to massive mili-
tary training exercises in May 
that involved over 12,000 troops 
from various nations.  
After the exercise wrapped 
up, the American planners and 
other logistical staff remained. 
Currently, the planners are 
focusing the majority of their 
efforts on providing for the es-
timated 3,000 refugees fleeing 
Syria each day. To help prevent 
unnecessary casualties and suf-
fering, military officials have 
been coordinating the delivery of 
food and water to refugee camps 
and training Jordinian troops on 
how to properly handle refugees. 
In a climate of fiscal austerity, 
some in Washington are skep-
tical of U.S. spending in Jordan 
on refugees of wars unrelated to 
the U.S.  However, officials say 
that the U.S. involvement is rela-
tively inexpensive, costing less 
than $1 million so far this year.
Among other organizational 
efforts, the planners are working 
to establish a contingency plan 
that includes a demilitarized 
zone on the southern border 
of Syria in order to prevent the 
violence from spilling over into 
Jordan. In recent weeks, small 
skirmishes have broken out in-
volving Jordanian troops guard-
ing the country’s northern border. 
The Syrian government, as to 
be expected, feels that further 
U.S. involvement is an escala-
tion of the situation and an at-
tempt to further destabilize the 
Assad regime. Syrian officials 
told the Wall Street Journal 
that the U.S. presence so near 
the Syrian border is “scandal-
ous American involvement in 
the crisis … and a secret agenda 
to destroy Syria and destabi-
lize its security and stability.”
Another heightening concern 
is that of Islamic militants gain-
ing control of Syria’s stock of 
chemical and biological weap-
ons. If certain groups gained 
control of these weapons, they 
would likely attempt to use 
them in an attack against Isra-
el, the United States, or one of 
their allies.  The White House 
is calling for a contingency plan 
to be put in place for the U.S. 
to secure the weapons in the 
event they become jeopardized. 
In a press briefing late last 
week, White House press sec-
retary Jay Carney said, “Contin-
gency planning is a responsible 
thing to do, and we have been 
working closely for some time 
with our international part-
ners, including Jordan, on a va-
riety of issues related to Syria.”
Although potential terror-
ists gaining control of chemical 
weapons is undoubtedly dan-
gerous, some experts question 
whether such weapons could 
in fact be used effectively. Scott 
Stewart, an analyst at Stratfor, 
a geopolitical analysis firm, be-
lieves that any captured chemi-
cal weapons would be difficult 
to properly disperse and nearly 
impossible to smuggle into 
highly secured western nations. 
“Jihadists not only face the tac-
tical problem of effectively em-
ploying the agent in an attack 
but also the logistical problem 
of transporting it to the West.” 
As these concerns are rising 
day by day the situation wors-
ens for the stranded refugees.
United States starts intervention in Jordan
Alex Belica
Guest Writer
People don’t vote for the vice 
president; he might run with the 
candidate, but voters know the 
person at the top of the ticket 
will be one that is chosen to 
lead the nation. Nonetheless, 
Joe Biden’s status as vice presi-
dent has made a clear impact 
on this year’s election, as can be 
readily seen in last week’s debate 
with counterpart Paul Ryan. 
Unlike the president, who 
was put on the defensive by 
Mitt Romney throughout 
much of his own debate, Biden 
was not afraid to go on the of-
fensive, attacking Congress-
man Ryan’s statements and 
defending the Obama adminis-
tration at every chance he got.
The debate varied between 
heated arguments under the 
purview of debate modera-
tor Martha Raddatz, and more 
somber moments such as when 
discussing issues like the attack 
on the U.S. consulate abroad. 
Congressman Ryan started out 
by declaring the Obama’s for-
eign policy has completely un-
raveled and the U.S. appears 
“weak” abroad. Biden quipped 
that this was a load of “malar-
key” and that the U.S. had re-
paired its image under Obama.
Ryan coped with Biden’s 
brashness with thoughtful and 
succinct rebuttles, pointing 
to significant statistics in the 
health care and job creation sec-
tors where he felt it was clear 
that the administration has not 
lived up to its goals. Biden’s de-
meanor, in reaction to many 
of these accusations, was one 
of assertiveness and noncha-
lance, often trying to interrupt 
Ryan to interject points he be-
lieved to be false or misleading.
Biden was also quick to use 
Romney’s infamous comments 
which disregard 47 percent of 
Americans to his advantage, 
in clear contrast to President 
Obama’s arguably deliber-
ate attempt to avoid that gaffe. 
Ryan was quick to respond 
by claiming that a politician’s 
statements don’t always come 
out the way they were meant 
to, a retort that is particular-
ly fitting for the current vice 
president, who has a long his-
tory of saying off-beat remarks.
Despite a few questionable 
moments, Biden refrained from 
saying anything too discon-
certing, and some Democrats 
believe that his approach to 
debating was a healthy depar-
ture from the president’s own, 
rather reserved approach. Ryan, 
on the other hand, behaved 
much as the Republicans ex-
pected him to, which has been 
something of a mixed blessing. 
Ryan has received little com-
mentary on his own debating 
style, with most claims about 
who won the debate based 
largely on how effective Biden 
was. Ryan’s approach of bring-
ing up statistics and quantifiable 
data was countered with several 
of Biden’s own telling statistics.
The two candidates did occa-
sionally have moments of con-
geniality between them, such 
as when Mrs. Raddatz offered 
a confused inquiry about what 
Biden meant by “stuff” or “ma-
larky.” Ryan promptly explained 
that these words were merely “an 
Irish thing.” The two also made 
similar remarks about their dis-
like of the large amount of nega-
tivity that has surrounded the at-
mosphere of this year’s election.
Perhaps this round won’t be 
the decisive event in the course 
of the election, but it exhibited 
the demeanors of both run-
ning mates, men who are called 
upon to serve the country in 
a very competent and humble 
manner. This particular debate, 
while highlighting some of the 
common goals these two have 
for the future of our country, 
has also brought attention to 
some of their polar differences. 
It is certain that the Vice Pres-
ident will  play an important 
and unique role in November.
It’s an Irish thing: Biden and Ryan inclined
to show differences in poise and position
Timothy Cook
Guest Writer
WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE REFUGEES—Basel Baradan, an 18-year-old refugee who fled 
from Syria cried during his interview at Zaatari Refugee Camp, in Mafraq,  Jordan.
Photo Courtesy of AP
BIDEN AND RYAN PUT THEIR GAME FACE ON— Vice President Biden and Republican 
vice presidential nominee Ryan, participate in the vice presidential debate at Centre College, 
Thursday, Oct. 11, 2012, in Danville, Ky.
Photo Courtesy of AP
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This Week in ArT
Wednesday        Oct. 17 
Knickerbocker Film Series: 
The Last Ride
 Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30 p.m.  
(runs through Saturday) 
Friday        Oct. 19 
Adam Clark Performance
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.   
Tuesday          Oct. 23 
Visiting Writers Series Q & A
Fried-Hemenway Auditorium, 11 a.m.
Visiting Writers Series Read-
ing: Jeffrey Brown
Knickerbocker Theatre, 7 p.m. 
A second spin on high school
 “The Perks of Being a Wallflower” star Logan Lerman on the movie and his future in film
Leigh Clouse
Arts Co-Editor 
TAKE A BOW— Logan Lerman’s character Charlie (first on 
the left) celebrates with friends on the day of their graduation 
during a scene in “The Perks of Being a Wallflower” film.
While some people might 
find taking another dive back 
into the world of high school, 
Logan Lerman, the star of the 
recently released film “The Perks 
of Being a Wallflower,” described 
his second trip as something 
that “[he] will always remember.” 
In the new adaptation of the 
young adult novel of the same 
name, which has been lauded 
by both the public and literary 
critics alike since its publication 
in 1999, the 20-year-old actor 
plays the pivotal role of Charlie, 
a high school freshman, who 
must deal with the ins and outs 
of friendship, love, sex, drugs, 
and growing up during his first 
year. Seniors Sam and Patrick 
(played by Emma Watson and 
Ezra Miller, respectively) help 
Charlie along the way, taking him 
under their wing as he navigates 
the hard, strange, and beautiful 
world of “teenagerdom.”  
Stephen Chbosky, the 
author of the novel, wrote the 
movie’s screenplay and stepped 
into the role of director. Having 
originally thought of Lerman as a 
suitable fit for the more eccentric 
Patrick, Chbosky decided that 
the actor was perfect for the role 
of the shy loner Charlie. Lerman 
was attached to the movie a 
year and a half before it even 
in Brief
ART EXHIBITION FEATURING 
HOPE COLLEGE ALUMNI 
ARTWORK ON DISPLAY AT 
DEPREE  
An art show featuring the 
work of alumni of Hope’s studio 
art program opened to the public 
this past weekend at the DePree 
Art Center. The alumni’s class 
years range from 1963 through 
2009, and they are from  as far 
away as Cambridge, Mass., and 
Middleton, Idaho, and as near-
by as Holland. All the work on 
display has been created within 
the  past two years. The exhibi-
tion will be on display until Nov. 
18. The gallery is open Mondays 
through Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Sundays from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 
began shooting.  In that time, he 
became friends with Chbosky. 
In a phone interview with The 
Anchor, Lerman shed light 
on what it was like to walk in 
Charlie’s shoes and other aspects 
of the filmmaking process.
“It was nice to have a close 
relationship with Steve [before 
filming],” Lerman said. “We 
were both really nervous going 
into [this project]. We really 
complemented each other.”  
      As the rest of the casting got 
under way, Lerman began to 
prepare for his role—a challenge 
in itself. 
“I’m pretty different 
[from Charlie],” he explained. 
“Although I’ve had close friends 
that are like him, I’m definitely 
not as introverted.” 
Lerman readied himself 
for filming by isolating himself 
as Charlie often does. He 
worked on mapping out his 
character, trying to figure out 
his intentions, which are “not 
always that obvious,” Lerman 
stated. 
Yet, he explained that 
Charlie taught him a lot as a 
person, especially concerning 
friendship and the importance 
of being a solid presence in 
another’s life. “[The role] was 
really refreshing. I like playing 
really strong characters [like 
Charlie],” Lerman remarked.  
Graphic novelist Jeffrey Brown’s life in doodlesPower of “Perks”
Morgan Bubb
GuEst WritEr
In select issues of The 
Anchor, the arts section will 
feature book reviews written 
by guest writers. This week we 
present a love letter to a book, 
which continues to have a great 
influence in the writer’s life long 
after the final page has been 
turned.   
Dear Friend, 
I am sooooo excited to hang 
out with my friends this weekend. 
We are gonna rent “Legally 
Blonde” and eat popcorn!!! I 
can’t wait to tell you about the 
conversation I had with Ben 
on AIM yesterday!!! He’s soooo 
cute, but my mom says he needs 
a haircut. Whatever.  
Love Always, 
Morgan Bubb
This is what Stephen 
Chbosky’s novel “The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower” would have 
read like if my 14-year-old self 
had been the main character. 
Luckily, for all of us, this is not 
the case. Rather, it is the story 
of Charlie, a teenager who is 
insightful beyond his years. If 
you have not read it yet, “Perks” 
is a compilation of letters sent 
from Charlie to an unnamed 
character who never responds, 
as per Charlie’s requests. 
Despite the fact that in the 
novel Charlie is just beginning 
high school and I’m in my last 
year here at Hope, I wouldn’t 
mind buying him a cup of coffee 
(decaf for the kiddo, of course) 
and having a heart-to-heart. 
The issues and experiences 
that he encounters and tries 
to understand (love, death, 
friendship, etc.) are many of 
the same things that we are 
continually trying to make 
sense of for the rest of our lives, 
making the book relatable for 
readers of any age. 
The greatest value of this 
book is Charlie’s untainted 
honesty. The way he shares his 
thoughts without consideration 
of what others may think of 
him encouraged me to be 
honest with myself about my 
own thoughts and experiences. 
College is a time for many of us 
to try to make sense of things, 
things from our past, and 
things we are dealing with for 
the very first time. Whether it 
be heartbreak, family issues, or 
simply being overwhelmed with 
new responsibilities, growing 
up can bring some really tough 
stuff into a world that we used to 
think was all fun and games.  
    Charlie made me feel like it 
is okay to not have all of the 
answers right now, and it is okay 
to keep that innocence and just 
be able to admit that sometimes 
the world can be sad. But even 
more so, Charlie reminded me 
that at the end of the day, that 
stuff doesn’t have to weigh us 
down. Life is a one-of-a-kind 
gift, and the lessons we can 
learn and the ways we can grow 
from our experiences truly are 
infinite. 
LUKE, I’M YOUR FATHER— Jeffrey Brown’s book “Darth 
Vader and Son” creatively imagines what Luke Skywalker’s 
childhood would have been like if Darth Vader took an active 
role in his upbringing.
Maribeth Van Hecke
GuEst WritEr 
If you want to know how 
Darth Vader would have served 
as a father, make sure you attend 
graphic novelist Jeffrey Brown’s 
appearance at Hope College 
as part of the Visiting Writers 
Series on Tuesday.
Brown grew up in Grand 
Rapids, and loved reading comics 
and drawing. He started his 
college career at Hope College, 
but realized it wasn’t his perfect 
fit and moved to Chicago to go 
to the School of the Art Institute. 
Today he lives in Chicago with 
his wife and son, and teaches at 
the Art Institute. Brown’s first 
success in the graphic novel 
industry was actually his MFA 
see LeRMAN, pAge 10
see BROWN, pAge 10
thesis “Clumsy.” In an interview 
with the Rumpus, he explained, 
“Initially I did just Xerox copies, 
and the speed at which those 
sold was what told me the book 
had the ability to strike a nerve, 
and gave me the courage to self-
publish.”
A lot of Brown’s work up 
to this point has been about his 
life and relationships. However, 
he is looking to head in the 
other direction. “I’ve always 
tried to balance out doing the 
super-personal work with doing 
something fun and fictional, 
but I am probably doing less 
autobiographical work now, 
overall. It’s still an interest, but 
I’ve covered most of what I 
wanted to say about life in the 
drAWinG by JEffrEy broWn 
Photo CourtEsy of GooGlE 
The actor greatly enjoyed 
the production process, making 
good friends of many of the cast 
members, many of whom he 
had admired for their craft. He 
told us that he was happy with 
how the film turned out as well, 
calling it “touching without 
being too sentimental.” He gave 
Chbosky credit for that feat. 
“He really knew what the 
movie needed to create a strong 
story arc,” he said. “It feels like 
a John Hughes movie to me.” 
Lerman commented that the 
story also strikes a chord due to 
the relatable characters. “A lot of 
us have known people like [these 
characters] throughout their 
lives. They are facing common 
issues, discovering who [they] 
are.” 
While he hopes that 
audiences will find the film 
entertaining, he also hopes that 
they connect with its message 
about “feeling secure with who 
you are and feeling free.”  
While Lerman has been 
context of my own life, for now, 
at least.”
“Darth Vader and Son” is his 
most recent graphic novel. The 
book shows how the story would 
have went if Darth Vader were in 
fact to raise his son, Luke.   
Speaking about the reaction 
he got for “Darth Vader” Brown 
said, “For me, just doing the 
book was enough of a reason to 
do it — I’ve always loved “Star 
Wars,” and it was so much fun to 
draw. The fact that I got paid was 
almost like a bonus…I’ve been 
very fortunate in that, so far in 
my career. I’ve always been able 
to work on the projects I want 
to, and in the way I want to.”
Brown’s latest 
autobiographical novel is “A 
Matter of Life,” and it is one of 
Brown’s more personal books—
one that he is extremely proud 
of. It reflects his view of religion, 
something Brown struggled 
with growing up with a dad as 
a minister. After Brown’s son 
was born, he felt “there was 
something to the idea of [his] 
relationship with [his] dad, with 
[his] son and with religion.” 
Brown went on to explain, 
“It’s less narrative and more 
just a collection of stories that 
collect various thoughts I have 
about the two main subjects of 
fatherhood and faith.”
What is Brown’s advice to 
aspiring graphic novelists? He 
says the most important thing 
“is to make work. The rest of the 
advice is pointless if you don’t 
actually make the comics. Don’t 
stop with a few sample pages 










































It’s October 17 and there are 
twenty days until Election Day. 
The fate of Barack Obama and 
Mitt Romney will be decided 
in a mere twelve hours of the 
democratic voting process.
At this point in the election 
cycle, I think we can all agree that 
as voters, we’re tired. The endless 
parade of negative advertising, 
the constant analysis on cable 
news networks, the ridiculous 
scrutiny and sound biting in 
the media: it’s been going on 
for months, but have we really 
gotten closer to deciding which 
man is best for the job? Not 
really.
The media has changed 
the way we do elections in 
America. There has always been 
mudslinging and scandal. But in 
the last few election cycles, it’s 
become evident that the twenty-
four hour news cycle and new 
social media has completely 
turned political campaigns on 
its head. Everything seems so 
cyclical and repetitious, as if 
we are continually regurgitating 
the same information that gives 
no new insight into how either 
candidate would govern.
Frankly, I don’t want to even 
turn on the news anymore. 
In fact, turning on the TV 
in general makes me roll my 
eyes: the number of political 
commercials is sickening. They 
started many months ago and 
none of them have impressed 
me or convinced me of either 
candidate’s validity. They seem 
to be a constant reminder of 
the billions of dollars spent by 
political campaigns over the 
past year.
When did American politics 
turn into a media power 
struggle? When did it take a 
billion dollars (yes, one billion 
American dollars) to determine 
who could outsmart and out 
sound quip his opponent? When 
did voters start deciding based 
a singular issue rather than 
looking at the whole picture? 
Something is very wrong here.
Maybe these campaigns feel 
the only way to reach people is 
through propaganda and media 
machines. Maybe we as a society 
have become so out of touch 
with our political system that 
we’ve given up on making our 
leaders accountable in the most 
important ways. If this is the 
case, are we okay with allowing 
this to continue?
So what’s the solution? I 
think the only way to counteract 
the currently democratic 
political machine is to take 
control as voting citizens. We 
the people gave ourselves the 
power to choose our leaders 
by democracy and we have the 
power to change the way the 
system works.
This seems like a lofty goal 
at a time where most people in 
this country are dissatisfied with 
the government. Many of us feel 
helpless, as if there is nothing we 
can do to change our situation. 
Perhaps instead of 
complaining about government 
and the election, something 
I hear all too much of these 
days, we should act. We should 
tell our leaders that we’re done 
with all the mudslinging and 
negativity – we want to hear 
what they’re going to do to 
make America a better place 
for everyone rather than just 
listening to what’s wrong with 
the other guy’s tax returns and 
family life. 
And these can’t be empty 
promises. We need leaders 
who will actually act and follow 
through on their wonderful 
platforms. The only way to do 
that is to hold these people 
accountable – that’s our job as 
voters. Don’t be afraid to call 
your congressman or email 
the White House…although 
you might just get a form letter 
or response, if enough people 
complain, they’ll listen. You’re 
the one who gets them elected.
So I beg of you all – vote on 
November 6. But before you 
do, educate yourself. Don’t just 
listen to your parents and friends 
and whatever the news anchor 
says. Actually get out there and 
research the issues. And don’t go 
directly to the source…almost 
all political campaign websites 
sound exactly the same after 
awhile. 
After you vote, remember 
that your role as an active citizen 
doesn’t stop with the ballot. If 
you want change, you have to be 
involved. If you aren’t, well, don’t 
expect anything different to be 
different in 2013.
Mady plans on running for 
president in year 2032. She’ll be 
passing out buttons and bumper 
stickers tomorrow. Look out Tugg 
Romney, she’s coming for you.







Excuse me as I ramble on
I think you should...
Tropical Birds
Election 2012: 
Is it over yet?
He’ll cover you with his feath-
ers and under his wings you will 
find refuge (Psalm 91:4).
Friends of Hope, I will spare 
you from another newspaper 
column about the impending 
end of my college career.  I won’t 
talk about future plans or about 
the wedding invitations accu-
mulating into a pile on my desk.  
No, my friends, this is a column 
about my sister’s parrot whose 
name is Rico.  A sunrise colored 
bird with a bad attitude.  During 
a short visit, my friend Brenda 
almost lost an eyebrow to this 
feathery fellow’s beak. When-
ever I try to stroke the feathers 
on his head, I can see his eyes 
dilate and his beak launch at 
my fingers.   We’ve never been 
friends.   I think he sharpens his 
beak while we aren’t looking.   
The more time he spends in my 
parents’ house the more aggres-
sive he gets.
While I was in Japan, my 
mother told me, Rico almost 
died.   His little neck got stuck 
on a hook that hung his favorite 
toy from the wires of his cage. 
Thank God, after my mom’s 
short prayer (she felt a little silly 
but), he loosened the metal and 
it fell off.  He lost so many feath-
ers that he was no longer able to 
fly.  Once, he tried so hard he fell 
from his cage and waddled on 
the wood floor like a penguin.  
His feathers grew back but 
now no one leaves the door 
open.   No one really likes the 
bird except my dad who changes 
his water and refills his bird food.  
When no one’s home, my dad 
lets Rico sit on his shoulder and 
watches TV with him perched 
there.   That’s the only time the 
bird ever leaves his cage.  
Over fall break, I decided I 
feel sorry for the bird.   Impris-
oned in the white wire cage with 
nothing to do all day but eat and 
sleep and fluff out his feathers in 
front of a drafty window.   Rico 
can’t fly south for winter.   He’s 
a foreigner in a land where the 
winds undresses the trees and 
leaves them, shivering in the ab-
sence of the sun.   I’m shivering 
too.  No matter how many layers 
I add, the fall comes in through 
my sleeves.
I spent last winter in La Pie-
dad, Michoacan, Mexico under 
its blue sky where 60 degrees 
was a cold day.  I am not coming 
back after Hope, I warned my 
mother, before the first leaf falls 
from the tree, next year mid-
May, I’m driving south.   I don’t 
want to see another snowflake 
fall.  
But I know God will get me 
through these next five months 
despite all odds.  As the sun dis-
appears behind the white walls 
of cloud and I slip into a second 
pair of socks, I will trust that 
this is where I ought to be for 
now.  Even tropical birds survive 
Michigan winters.
Daisy spends her night prac-
ticing bird calls and rain dances.
Bow down before me.
My apologies, that was a tad 
too bold on my part.  It wouldn’t 
be proper for you to bow down 
to me without knowing my 
qualifications first:  I’m the 
resident of the month of Kollen 
Hall, first floor, west wing. 
While I’m not quite certain 
what, exactly, qualifies me to be 
superior to everyone else in my 
entire dorm, it stands to reason 
that it has to be something 
incredibly impressive.  
And yes, I mean the entire 
dorm – it is well known that of 
all the floors and wings of the 
shining, ivory tower of virtue 
and honor that is Kollen hall, 
the first floor and west wing is 
the most singularly excellent. 
Therefore, if I am the most elite 
resident of 1W, I am the best of 
all of Kollen, and by extension, 
the rest of Hope College.  
One could (and, dare I say, 
should) go further in saying 
that Hope, as a beacon of 
such Christian ethics as faith, 
goodwill, and humility, is indeed 
representative of the best and 
brightest in all of America – 
thus making me the grandest, 
red-bloodiest American of 
them all.  And of course, it goes 
without saying that America 
is the greatest nation on earth 
and… well… just being honest 
here, this is simply a formal 
way of saying that I’m the best 
humanity’s got.
For the more democratically 
inclined that are out there, you 
don’t need to worry for a minute. 
As ruler over all the planet, I will 
preserve all rights and privileges 
that you have come to know and 
cherish.  Yes, as leader of Earth 
I will… what’s that?  What, are 
you quibbling about who gives 
me the authority to rule again? 
Well, if you know Tim Hoffman, 
you must agree with me that 
he’s a pretty good guy, right? 
He’s my RA, and he’s the one 
who nominated me to be the 
resident of the month – and if 
good ol’ Tim thought I’d make a 
good planetary emperor, I don’t 
see any logical way you could 
contradict me (err, I mean Tim). 
Yeah, and Toni, my RD?  She 
let Tim make that decision which 
altered the course of all human 
history.  This is a roundabout 
manner of saying that you’ve got 
to be careful about whom you 
vote for and allow to make your 
decisions for you.  I mean, if you 
aren’t cautious, stuff happens: 
before you know it you just 
start electing such and such 
guy with the classy haircut and 
random business experience, or 
the what’s-his-name with high 
ideals and a golden voice.  
It really gets to the point 
where you kick the mightiest 
guy on the planet out of office 
every four to eight years, but 
never shake the dust off of the 
arguably more powerful old 
men in possession of, say, the 
highest legislative power in the 
land.  And from there, people 
start “electing” autocratic 
rulers who are in charge of 
ludicrous amounts of influence 
and control, whose ambitions 
all too quickly reach the global 
scale… but I digress.
Ryan Backman is a freshman 
who is best characterized by two 
out of three of the following:  a 
deep love of Led Zeppelin, an 
appreciation of autocracy, 
and a severe weakness for good 
romantic comedies.
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You’re gonna be fine
“Why, sometimes I’ve 
believed as many as six 
impossible things before 
breakfast.” Lewis Carroll’s 
beloved Alice was definitely 
doing something right. If we are 
not exercising our imaginations, 
what are we doing? Imagination 
is the compass that helps us 
navigate the doldrums of tight 
schedules, little sleep, and too 
much stress. These weren’t 
imagined before breakfast, but 
here are six imaginings that I 
believe could be real someday.  
1 . T E L E P O R T A T I O N 
TECHNOLOGY 
No traffic. No stoplights. No 
road kill. No speeding tickets. 
No gas bills. There are limitless 
advantages of teleportation 
devices. Imagine teleporting to 
Japan on your lunch break or 
to Mt. Everest for a weekend 
hiking trip? Instead of adding 
unnecessary luxuries to 
automobiles, developers should 
put their brain cells toward 
teleportation. 
2. PEACEDROBE 
Have you ever felt at war with 
your wardrobe? No more puns, 
I promise. The Peacedrobe 
would be ideal for people like 
me who are about as organized 
as a tornado. When you need an 
outfit, press buttons for weather, 
mood, and schedule, and the 
Peacedrobe pops out just what 
you need. No more searching 
for that blue cardigan that only 
goes missing when you need 
it. At the end of the day, put 
your worn items on the floor 
of the Peacedrobe. They will 
be washed, dried, folded, and 
stored for you—with a No Lost 
Socks guarantee. 
3. BOOK DREAM PILLOW
The superpower I desire 
most is the ability to read while 
I sleep. Can you imagine how 
smart we would all be? The Book 
Dream Pillow is the solution. 
Step one: place the desired text 
underneath the pillow (there’s 
ample fluff so that you don’t 
bruise your skull). Step two: 
fall asleep. You will be taken to 
the world of the book. You will 
be physically present in every 
scene, but the characters cannot 
see nor interact with you. It may 
take a few nights to get through 
some books, but don’t worry the 
dream is put on pause until you 
return. 
4. INFINITY HANDBAG 
Hermione Granger, Merlin 
(of Disney’s “Sword in the 
Stone”), and Mary Poppins 
all have a magical bag with 
unlimited storage space. The 
bag is small, lightweight, and, 
of course, stylish. Picture this: 
you’re exhausted at the start of 
a three-hour class. Fear not! In 
your handbag is a coffee maker, 
coffee grounds, mug, toaster, 
loaf of bread, and mini-fridge 
complete with French vanilla 
coffee creamer, jam, and butter? 
It’s tea time to go.  
5. SCENTED ALARM 
CLOCK
What if your alarm woke you 
up with a smell instead of a 
sound? It would be a pleasant, 
gentle awakening; your nose 
would ease you into a conscious 
state so that you could enjoy the 
smell more fully. Bonfire, fresh 
laundry, spring rain, French 
bread, rose bouquet--really the 
possibilities are endless.   
6. TIME MACHINE 
GLASSES
Put the glasses on, select the 
desired year, and hit “travel.” 
You see what your current 
surroundings looked like at any 
given point in history. Curious 
about what Holland looked like 
during the Great Depression? 
During the Gold Rush in 1817? 
With these glasses, you can see 
it all.  
“When you graduate with your 
Ph.D in six, seven years or so, 
you are going to be fine.” I raised 
my eyebrows at the poised, 
confident, recently graduated 
and currently employed 
doctorate student leading our 
graduate school workshop. 
Excuse me? 
As a committed English major, 
I entered my senior year bound 
and determined to get my well-
read booty into graduate school. 
As a result, the emails began to 
flow: “Dear Professor X, would 
you be willing to meet with me 
to discuss grad school?” I copied 
down office hours. I stuck my 
head into open doors. I barraged 
my professors with questions. 
Regardless, the reply remained 
about the same: “Dear Student, 
do not go to graduate school 
for a career in the humanities. 
I repeat—do not go to graduate 
school.” 
How encouraging.
And yet, this new Ph.D. 
graduate still told me I would be 
okay. 
Next year looms, for us 
seniors, heavy, oppressing, and 
frankly, absolutely terrifying. 
But I don’t need to tell you that. 
We all know our economy is 
terrible and whatever job we get 
will prove hard to acquire, and 
most likely, will not be our first 
choice. Yet we press on. Hence 
I still attempt to take my GREs, 
and write statements, and edit 
writing samples. Despite the 
people who say don’t go, despite 
the reality facing me, I’m still 
trying to go to graduate school. 
And last week, someone finally 
told me that I would be fine.
So what do I do with that?
For many of us who 
procrastinated finally filled out 
the application to graduate, 
we’re not stupid. We know the 
economy is terrible, we know we 
won’t get jobs despite our $100 
K plus education, we know we’ll 
move back in with our parents 
and face a future our nation 
hasn’t had to experience yet 
(thanks generation X). 
Greetings from the Hope 
Neighbors!
Now, you are probably 
asking yourself, what is a Hope 
Neighbor? Someone who 
neighbors Hope? Alas, you 
would be incorrect. But I am 
not surprised you haven’t heard 
of us. In fact, I’ve had to explain 
over and over again to most 
everyone I know. So here it is, in 
print for all of Hope to see.
The Hope Neighbors 
Community is a group of Hope 
students (and Ron Radcliffe) who 
are trying to learn what it means 
to live in community. Our houses 
are located in the Westcore 
neighborhood of Holland, at 
about West 14th  street and 
Washington Boulevard (most 
of you are probably scratching 
your heads and wondering 
where Washington Boulevard is 
right about now). We have bible 
studies, family dinners, and we 
volunteer in our neighborhood. 
After a year, we hope to have 
met and been impacted by many 
different types of people in a 
real-world setting.
Life is very different a mile 
from campus. Some of our 
neighbors are pastors. Some 
are recent immigrants. Some 
are living in half-way houses. 
None are college students. We 
find ourselves somewhere in 
between college life and real 
life. It may come as somewhat 
of a shock to you that Hope 
isn’t real life, but what they say 
about the Hope bubble is true. 
Since I’m getting a head start on 
life outside of college, I thought 
I’d share some insight with you 
soon-to-be graduates to help 
ease the blow:
In the real world, people don’t 
stay up until 4 in the morning 
doing homework and going on 
Taco Bell runs. Partly because 
they don’t have homework, and 
partly because they have real 
work in the morning.
In the real world, people don’t 
go to each other’s rooms just to 
hang out. If you don’t show up 
with a plate of cookies, your 
neighbors may not want to meet 
you. Sorry.
In the real world, church 
community is really important. 
I’ve met most of my neighbors 
through the local churches 
here. It’s so much easier to meet 
people and have intentional 
conversations in a church setting 
than in a “we live next door but 
don’t know each other” setting. 
Finding a congregation to belong 
to is essential for growth and 
support. The real world doesn’t 
have Chapel three times a week, 
after all. 
In the real world, people do 
not all believe the same thing. 
This may come as a huge surprise 
to those of you who have spent 
too much time at Hope. Not 
everyone is a Christian, or 
Dutch, or conservative. And 
while you can find people with 
different ideas and beliefs at 
Hope, you can’t avoid it here. 
People are unendingly unique, 
and they see the world in equally 
unique ways. This can lead to 
tension and fighting, or it can 
lead to honest discussion and 
shared growth. The difference 
lies solely in your attitude and 
approach.
In the real world, things are 
broken. This is true of every 
place, even Hope, but it is 
so much more obvious here 
among my neighbors. People 
are lonely and hurt and in pain 
wherever you look, and it can be 
overwhelming. How can I have 
any impact on these people’s 
lives? How can I do anything 
to ease the injustice, racism, 
poverty, and heartache they 
experience every day? 
In the real world, there are no 
simple answers.
In the real world, trusting God 
is a lot more challenging. It is 
also a lot more rewarding. 
Hope only lasts four years. Or 
maybe five or six, if you change 
your major a lot. Either way, 
we all leave eventually. The big 
world can be a scary place. But 
it can also be beautiful if we are 
willing to learn its lessons. 
Why did that student-now-
employed-professional tell me I 
was going to be fine?
Because, my friends, whether 
seniors now, or will-be seniors, 
you will be fine. I’m not the 
most optimistic, so when all my 
professors are telling me to be 
realistic and really know about 
what my future world is going to 
look like, I’m all about the harsh 
facts. But I have to say, it threw 
me for a loop when I was told I 
will be fine. I expect the poverty, 
I expect disenchantment—but I 
now I expect that I will manage. 
Since this is basically an 
article about graduate school for 
graduating seniors, I’ll end thus: 
It’s still only October, so don’t 
worry about it. Meet deadlines 
so you don’t shut doors, but still 
go out on the weekends—you’ll 
only be this irresponsible once. 
And finally, you’re actually going 
to be fine. We take GenEds for 
a reason, we join too many 
activities because we like to be 
involved, and so our resumes 
will never sit on the bottom of 
the pile. Despite what you’re 
doing next year, friends, whether 
heading back to Hope, to the job 
market, or onto graduate school, 
even struggling out of your 
parent’s basement (aka me), 
you’re going to be fine. You will 
be fine.
Lovely neighbors
Let your voice be heard!
The Anchor is looking for reflections on multicultural issues at 
Hope. Do you have opinions or experiences you’d like to share 
with the student body? Write to us! 
We’re looking for 500-700 word articles on any topic relating 
to personal experiences with multicultural life. Please submit 
by November 1 to anchorsubmissions@hope.edu.
Questions? Email us at anchor@hope.edu!
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Heath-Wiersma iterated its 
history, stating that the only 
reason we are privileged to 
have this story today is because 
over one thousand years ago, 
a scribe was practicing his 
handwriting on a piece of 
parchment, scribbling out the 
epic tale of Beowolf which had 
been circulating verbally for 
two or three centuries before. 
Even though rare texts 
like “Beowolf” can be found 
electronically nowadays, 
Heath-Wiersma urges that 
these printed texts are 
invaluable, as reading poetry 
on a computer screen does not 
give us a window into the past 
the same way picking up an 
original manuscript does. 
When asked why students 
on Hope’s campus should 
be interested in rare books, 
Heath-Wiersma answered 
with a myriad of impassioned 
responses that would likely 
persuade even the most 
commended for his work 
on and continues taking on 
other promising roles (he is 
currently shooting a role in 
Darren Aronofsky’s biblical 
epic “Noah”), he also sees acting 
as a way of getting his foot in 
for your ‘pitch,’ but work all 
the time whenever you can. 
Develop a good work ethic, 
practice so you get better, and 
make enough work to know that 
it’s really what you want to do.”
To hear more, check 
Logan Lerman dishes on 
recently released movie
w LERMAN, from page 5
Graphic novelist featured in 
October VWS event at Knick
In a modern age where the 
average paperback is collecting 
dust next to the newest tablets 
and e-readers, one is left to 
wonder if there is any value 
left among printed pages. 
The question lingers that if 
the newest novels at our local 
Barnes and Noble are finding 
themselves obsolete, then what 
hope is there for history’s lost 
literature? 
Finding the value in ancient 
papyrus may seem daunting, 
but art history professor Anne 
Heath-Wiersma has studied 
valued rare books from the 
world’s history, and has shared 
with many reasons why Van 
Wylen Library’s rare books 
collection is a hidden treasure 
on our campus. 
“Connecting with rare books 
is like making a connection with 
history, it is human to human 
contact across eras,” Heath-
Wiersma explained when asked 
why people should value a bound 
printed book when a majority of 
literature can be found online. 
She continued to elaborate 
by stating that when you pick 
up one of these rare books, you 
enter into the continuum of the 
books life, becoming a part of 
its history. She also stressed that 
these books are some of the first 
editions ever printed, and they 
are living testimonies to the 
importance of print reaching the 
world. 
She gives the specific example 
of the heroic poem “Beowolf” 
in which one of the rarest 
manuscripts of original text 
dating back nearly 1,000 years 
ago can be found in the British 
Library. 
Rare books room a rare treasure
Stephanie Emanuele
Guest Writer
technologically savvy student 
to make a trip to the library. She 
first notes that when you read a 
rare book, you not only acquire 
knowledge on a specific topic, 
but you also learn about a time 
period vastly different than now.
 Reading text that is hundreds 
of years old enables one to see 
what the people of that era 
were interested in, how they 
spoke, how they lived, and what 
influences were pressing in their 
society. 
She further explained that 
reading and analyzing these rare 
texts is exactly how it sounds – 
rare. You are looking at a piece 
of literature that not many 
people have had the opportunity 
to lay their eyes on. On account 
of this, students are able to make 
brand new discoveries within 
the text.
“You could be the world’s 
expert on something hidden 
in the basement of our own 
library,” said Heath-Wiersma. 
AN UNKNOWN TREASURE TROVE— The rare books 
room is located in the basement of the Van Wylen Library.
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out Brown’s reading at the 
Knickerbocker Theatre next 
Tuesday night 7:00 p.m. and 
direct your burning questions 
for the author at the Q&A 
session at the Fried-Hemenway 
Auditorium at 11 a.m Tuesday.
w BROWN, from page 5
the door to work behind the 
camera one day. “I am a film 
fanatic,” he enthused. “I love the 
[filmmaking] process. It’s a big 
deal to me.” With a future this 
bright, Lerman’s dream has a 
chance of becoming a reality.  
Greek-a-palooza raises funds to 
support sex-trafficking awareness
Photo and caPtion by anna sleMP
GREEK LIFE COMES TOGETHER— Oct. 11, students 
from all Greek organizations partnered together, along 
with musical artist Songs Against Slavery, in an effort to 
raise awareness about human sex trafficking. The new 
event, Greek-a-Palooza, was co-sponsored by the Panhel-
lenic and Interfraternity Councils. Each Greek organiza-
tion made a video to promote “Go Greek,” highlighting 
special things about each organization. The primary fund-
raiser was a date auction in which two men from each fra-
ternity were auctioned fof to the highest bidder. Overall, 
the event raised $408.
Under gray and rainy skies 
the Flying Dutchmen defeated 
the Alma College Scots 49-
14 last Saturday at the annual 
homecoming football game.
Even though the conditions 
were wet and slick, Hope was 
able to get both their passing and 
running games off the ground.
The Scots’ defense had no 
answer for the consistent offen-
sive attack, that Hope released 
on them for four straight quar-
ters.  The victory improved the 
Dutchmen’s MIAA record to 2-1 
and 3-4 overall on the season.
“As a team performance I feel 
that our team did excellent on 
both sides of the ball,” said Reg-
gie Duncan (’14). “We showed 
that we can face adversity and 
still be a great team to face.”  
Within the first five minutes 
of the contest, quarterback Mi-
chael Atwell (’14) fired a seven 
-yard pass to receiver Taylor 
Byrnaert (’15) after a successful 
70-yard drive.  
Five minutes later, Hope put 
another score on the board due 
to Brandon Zervas’ one-yard 
touchdown run.  A strong de-
fense, that only allowed one 
Alma first down in the opening 
quarter, propelled the Dutch-
men to enter the second quarter 
leading 14-0.   
Hope began the second quar-
ter with a quick three and out 
drive that led to an almost im-
mediate Alma possession.  The 
Scots started their drive with 
good field position on the Hope 
28-yard line.  Fortunately, the 
Dutchmen caused Alma to have 
a bad snap on their field goal at-
tempt, and slid away still leading 
14-0.
At the nine-minute mark in 
the second quarter, Atwell com-
pleted a 25-yard touchdown 
pass to Vincent Boddy (’14), put-
ting the Dutchmen ahead 21-0. 
Three minutes later, Hope 
scored again. this time running 
back Duncan rushed for 15 
yards and increased the lead to 
28-0.
“For the offense, the offense 
offline did great,” Duncan said. 
”They opened up beautiful holes 
for me and all of the other run-
ning backs to make plays.”
The only mishap that plagued 
the Dutchmen in the first half 
was a 79-yard drive that the 
Scots completed with only one 
minute left on the clock.  Even 
though Hope wished to enter 
halftime shutting out the Scots, 
they still felt comfortable with a 
28-7 lead.
“I believe we controlled the 
momentum from the first snap 
of the game and held that mo-
mentum into halftime,” Atwell 
said.
After two first downs, the 
Dutchmen finally stopped Al-
ma’s initial drive and took the 
ball over on their own 46 yard 
line.  The drive was ceased due 
to Santino DiCesare (’14) and 
his interception and 15-yard re-
turn.  
This allowed Hope to gain a 
significant amount of momen-
tum and begin a drive on their 
46-yard line.  At the 7:49 mark, 
Duncan ran for his second 
touchdown of the game, plac-
ing Hope on top by four touch-
downs, 35-7.  
Just a short four minutes 
later, Duncan struck again with 
his third score of the game.  This 
touchdown brought the score to 
42-7 going into the fourth quar-
ter.  
The fourth quarter began 
with a continued Alma posses-
sion and a quick score by the 
Scots, with the Dutchmen still 
up by a comfortable margin, 42-
14.  
Later, the Flying Dutchmen 
took over with seven minutes 
remaining and put together 
a successful drive that ended 
with a rushing touchdown from 
BJ Smith (’15).  The Scots were 
tamed for the remainder of the 
contest which ended in a final 
score of 49-14. 
“I feel as a team we had a lot 
to prove so our team came out 
with a fire and came out ready 
to play regardless of the circum-
stances (weather),” Duncan said.
Impressively, the Dutchmen 
racked up 422 total yards, com-
pared to Alma’s 252.  Also, kick-
er Evan Finch (’14) was a perfect 
seven for seven+ on extra point 
attempts on the day.
“I thought this was our team’s 
most complete performance of 
the year. I was happy with how 
everyone played, especially con-
sidering the weather conditions,” 
Atwell said.  
The Saturday the Dutchmen 
will travel to Kalamazoo College 
where they hope to return to the 
.500 mark for the season. 
The Hornets will definitely 
give Hope a pressing challenge.
“Kalamazoo is a strong team 
and has been playing everyone 
tough this year,” Atwell said. “We 
have to play our best next week.” 
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ThiS Week in SporTS
Wednesday          Oct. 17 
Women’s Soccer
vs. Alma at 7 p.m.
Friday          Oct. 19 
Hockey
vs. Adrian Black at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday          Oct. 20 
Women’s Soccer
vs. Adrian at 2 p.m.
Volleyball
vs. Calvin at 12 p.m.
in Brief
GOLF’S FALL SEASONS 
COME TO AN END    
           
This weekend women’s golf 
ended with the Flying Dutch 
finishing third in the MIAA. 
This MIAA standing will al-
low Hope to have an opportu-
nity to participate in the league’s 
NCAA qualifier in the spring. 
Charlotte Park (’13) and Brit-
tany Haight (’15) achieved All-
MIAA first honors, finishing 
fourth and fifth, respectively, 
in the league’s final standings. 
Men’s golf season ended 
with placing second to Calvin 
in the MIAA by just 10 strokes. 
The Flying Dutchmen averaged 
307 strokes per tournament, 
just 1.3 strokes behind Calvin. 
Collin Breit (’15) achieved all-
MIAA first team honors, fin-
ishing fifth in the season stand-
ings averaging just 79 strokes. 
MIAA                                    


















The Flying Dutch were on the 
road at Olivet on Saturday and 
came away with a 1-0 victory 
over the Comets. Katie Gabriel 
(’14) scored the winning goal for 
Hope in the 73rd minute of play, 
her first of the season. Megan 
Altieri (’13) recorded eight saves, 
giving her 42 for the season.
The women improved to 10-
4-1 (7-3-1 MIAA) and will host 
Alma on Wednesday, Oct. 17. 
and again will be home with 
Adrian on Saturday at 2 p.m.
Football cruises to 49-14 homecoming win
Kyle Bernaciak
Guest Writer
Hockey opens season, dominates in Midland
Caitlin Rivera
AssistAnt sports editor
The Flying Dutchmen started 
their season this weekend at 
the Schupan Tournament in 
Midland. 
The tournament included six 
teams: Calvin College, Central 
Florida, College of the Canyons, 
Northwood University, Penn 
State Altoona and Hope.
The Flying Dutchmen 
crushed the competition, 
winning all three games scoring 
a total of 30 goals and winning 
the tournament for the fifth 
consecutive year.
“Going into the tournament 
I knew we had a lot of potential 
and it was just a matter of 
whether we played up to that 
potential,” Justin Glick (’14) said. 
“You never really know what to 
expect of a new line up or from 
the freshmen, but I think we 
responded to adversity really 
well.”
On Thursday, Hope played 
Penn State Altoona and won 
with a commanding lead of 14-2.
“The other [team] took a lot 
of penalties, which gave us a lot 
of power plays and we are a very 
dangerous team on the power 
play,” Glick said. “We never let 
up, we played a full 60 minutes 
and made sure we got the job 
done.” 
Glick scored three goals. 
Kevin Deane (’14), Eric Cox 
(’13) and Justin Johnston (’13) 
each had two goals while Chris 
Kunnen (’13), Drew O’Brien 
(’15), Rob Calvert (’15), Caleb 
Morgan (’15) and Austin Bremer 
(’16) each added one. 
The real test was on Friday, 
when Hope played Central 
Florida. 
Central Florida was much 
more competitive compared to 
Hope’s previous high scoring 
game. Goalie Drew Cook (’14) 
stayed strong saving all 19 shots. 
In the second period Cox and 
O’Brien both scored one goal. 
Deane put the game away in the 
last period by scoring on a power 
play, ending the game 3-0.
On Saturday Hope beat 
College of the Canyons in 
commanding fashion, 13-2.
College of the Canyons 
started the first period with a 
goal, but Kunnen and Eric Webb 
(’15) scored, creating a 2-1 lead. 
In the second period Hope 
scored seven goals, two each 
credited to Deane and Glick, 
and one credited to Andrew 
Dolehanty (’14), Court Fall (’13) 
and Morgan.
Leading the team in assists 
was O’Brien with five, and Glick 
close behind with four.
Hope continued to dominate 
the competition in the third 
period with four more goals, one 
each by Calvert, Cox, O’Brien 
and Kunnen. The Dutchmen 
eventually defeated College of 
the Canyons 13-2. 
“I believe the biggest key 
factor was playing as a team, as 
a single unit,” Fall stated. “I knew 
we would be prepared physically 
and mentally and it was just a 
matter of making sure everyone 
was working for the same goal 
and supporting each other.”
The Flying Dutchmen will 
continue their season on Friday. 
Hope will play Adrian Black 
at  their first home game of the 
season at The Edge. 
“Coming off of this weekend 
I think we are up for the 
challenge,” Glick said. “We still 
have some work to do this week 
to get ready for Adrian Black 
However, I think we’ll put in the 
work this week and will be ready 
to go.”
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PUSHING AND SHOVING— The Dutchmen took on the Alma College Scots on Saturday for 
the homecoming game. Hope put on an offensive explosion, claiming a 49-14 victory.
This past weekend in front 
of a home crowd at DeVos 
Fieldhouse, the Hope College 
volleyball team earned a perfect 
record (4-0) in the Midwest 
Invitational Tournament.
On Friday, the NCAA 
Division III fifth-ranked Flying 
Dutch was the only team to go 
unbeaten, winning both matches 
in three-set sweeps. 
The Dutch took on 
Wisconsin Lutheran to start the 
tournament, easily taking the 
match 25-9, 25-18, 25-12.
Jenna Grasmeyer (’15) lead 
the attack with 19 kills and 10 
digs. Jessica Maier (’13) recorded 
19 digs and Greer Bratschie (’13) 
had 29 assists.
Wisconsin-Whitewater, also 
nationally ranked (#17), proved 
to be a tougher opponent, but 
Hope still managed to take the 
match 25-21, 25-19, 25-15. 
In the UW-Whitewater 
match, Grasmeyer and Mari 
Schoolmaster (’14) each had 10 
kills. Maier tallied 13 digs and 
Bratschie dished out 32 assists.
These victories put Hope’s 
record at 20-2 for the season and 
marks the eighth straight season 
that the Dutch have achieved 20 
or more wins in a single season.
The tournament continued 
Saturday when the Flying Dutch 
took on nationally ranked team 
Elmhurst (#9). 
Assuredly their toughest 
opponent, Elmhurst came out 
strong, winning the first set 30-
32. The Flying Dutch came back 
strong to take the next set 25-12 
with a series of kills by Nicole 
George (’13), Bratschie, Anna 
Lynch (’15), and Schoolmaster, 
and a set-ending ace by 
Grasmeyer.
Taking the third set with an 
ace by Bratschie, albeit with 
Elmhurst was more evasive this 
time around, the Flying Dutch 
faltered in the fourth set 23-25 
due to a series of excellent blocks 
by Elmhurst late in the set. 
Now playing a forced fifth set, 
Hope came out strong, scoring 
six points with kills by Grasmeyer 
and Jillian Sommerville (’15) 
before Elmhurst could even get 
on the board. 
The Flying Dutch marched 
on and pulled away after a kill 
by Schoolmaster, taking the set 
to 13-10. There was no stopping 
the Dutch as they took the set 
15-10 and the match 3-2.
Grasmeyer had 28 kills and 
Bratschie added 63 assists and 
17 digs.
Closing out the tournament 
against Dominican, Hope 
continued the power they 
showed in their match against 
Elmhurst with wins in the 
first two sets 25-20 and 25-14. 
However, Dominican took the 
third set, 19-25, forcing a fourth, 
where the Dutch took it 25-22.
Lynch led Hope with 15 kills 
and Maier paced the Dutch with 
28 digs.
Hope (22-2, 10-1 MIAA) will 
play conference opponent Alma 
away on Friday. 
The Flying Dutch take on 
MIAA opponent and nationally 
ranked rival Calvin (#2) at home 
on Saturday at noon with hopes 
of redemption after a loss at 
Calvin last month. 
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Men’s soccer trumps Alma with 4-1 win
The men’s soccer team 
defeated visiting Alma 4-1 
on Saturday night for the 
Homecoming victory.
The Dutchmen have won 
four out their last five games to 
improve to 9-5 overall and 6-3 in 
the MIAA, placing them third in 
the conference standings.
Hope got it rolling early 
in the contest with a goal by 
Cameron Dice (’15) in the 13th 
minute. Matt VanZytveld (’13) 
was awarded with the assist to 
Dice.
After at the 16:43 mark 
in the first half, Jason Muller 
(’13) poured in the Dutchmen’s 
second goal from 23 yards out. It 
was Muller’s team-leading ninth 
goal of the season.
With a 2-0 lead, Jeffrey Ekdom 
(’13) continued the relentless 
Dutchmen attack with a goal of 
his own in the 22nd minute off 
a rebound knock-in from three 
yards. 
Hope carried a comfortable 
3-0 lead into halftime thanks to 
the early barrage of scoring from 
three different players.
“Our mindset [at halftime] as 
a team was to continue to pour 
on the pressure and put even 
more goals in,” Luke Dishnow 
(’13) said. “We understand 
that hard work doesn’t always 
produce goals but always 
produces chances.”
Alma’s Michael Smith 
delivered the lone goal for the 
Scots in the 52nd minute of play 
on Saturday. The goal cut the 
Dutchmen lead to 3-1.
Just over 21 minutes 
dropped off the clock before 
the Dutchmen struck with 
their fourth and final goal of 
the game. This time it was Dice 
again, contributing his second 
goal of the game from about five 
yards out with the assist dished 
by Gavin Midlam (’15).  
No more scoring ensued as 
the Dutchmen prevailed 4-1 on 
Homecoming night.
“Winning in front of alumni 
is always a thing to be proud 
of.” Dishnow said. “They come 
back in anticipation to see how 
the team is doing so there can 
be added pressure, but our 
team has steadily continued to 
improve.”
Hope outshot Alma 19-12 
and also  the shots on goal stat, 
10-5.  
Dice’s two goals put him at 
three for the season. Ekdom’s 
tallied his fourth goal of the 
season with his first half score.
VanZytveld and Midlam each 
recorded their first assists of the 
season in the victory.
Ethan Beswick (’16) and Ben 
Lemmen (’14) shared the goal 
for the Dutchmen. Beswick 
made three saves on the night, 
giving him 23 for the season. 
Lemmen added a save to give 
him 28 total for the Dutchmen.
“We have had hiccups along 
the way but all our struggles 
have allowed us to become 
closer as a team,” Dishnow said. 
“We are moving forward which 
is the best thing.”
Hope will play at conference-
leading Olivet today, Oct. 17 at 
4 p.m. after the Comets had to 
reschedule due to unplayable 
field conditions.
The Dutchmen will face  rival 




Volleyball perfect at Midwest Invitational
Madalyn Muncy
Co-Editor-in-ChiEf
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FLYING FORWARD— Josh Whitaker (’16) attempts to con-
trol the ball during Hope’s 4-1 win over Alma. Whitaker had 
two shots for the Dutchmen, who currently stand 9-5 overall.
HEADS UP— Luke Dishnow (’13) goes up for a header in 
Hope’s game against Alma on Saturday night. The Dutchmen 
came out victorious, 4-1, over the Scots on Homecoming.
BRINGING THE BOOM— Nicole George (’13), 4, rises up for 
a kill in Hope’s win over Dominican on Saturday.
photo by MoniCa dwyEr
photo by MoniCa dwyEr
76
National Anti-Bullying Awareness Month: reflections on a complex issue
The Anchor ocTober 17, 2012
Describe your role as an in-
tern for the Bully Project
Bullies: beyond menaces on the playground
Melody Hughes 
Features editor
“No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.” 
– Eleanor Roosevelt
“Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it 
will live its whole life believing that it is stupid.” 
– Albert Einstein 
“When people hurt you over and over, think of them like sand paper. They 
may scratch and hurt you a bit, but in the end, you end up polished and they 
end up useless.” 
– Chris Colfer
“You is kind. You is smart. You is important.” 
– Kathryn Stockett, “The Help”
 I was the Executive Assistant 
to Lee Hirsch, the director of 
BULLY for six months while 
in New York City. I managed 
his calendar, booked travel, 
worked with team BULLY 
and corresponded constantly 
with people who needed his 
attention/time. And I was his 
karaoke partner.
What are a few ways that your 
involvement with the film shaped 
your perspective on bullying? 
“BULLY” made me realize 
that I was not alone when I was 
ridiculed by peers in middle school 
for having a disability. When 
Meryl Streep hosted a premiere 
of our film back in March in New 
York, she told her own story of 
being tormented (physically and 
verbally). I have received emails 
from a lot of diverse people, 
expressing their thanks for 
the film and sharing their own 
stories (also we have had a lot of 
supportive activity of this nature 
on our facebook page: facebook.
com/bullymovie). BULLY totally 
changed my perspective on the 
problem of bullying in America. 
Due to the documentary and 
increased media attention on 
the alarming number of suicides 
relating to bullying, I definitely 
take it a lot more seriously. Before 
my involvement, I admit that I 
had the mentality of “Everyone 
goes through bullying as a sort 
of right of passage, kids will be 
kids, etc.” The film really tragically 
detailed the consequences, and I 
now take personal offense to any 
instance of bullying I hear about. 
It is assault. It is harassment. It 
is unacceptable. The things that 
Alex and others in the film went 
through should NEVER happen 
to anyone. 
The absolute best way to help 
someone who is getting bullied is 
to STAND UP for them when it 
happens. Don’t be a bystander, be 
their friend. One voice can change 
everything. I regret not standing 
up for victims when I was younger, 
because I truly believe that the 
bullies would have stopped if 
other people intervened. Aside 
from being a “change-maker” as 
Lee says, you should also be a 
compassionate friend who can 
lift others up again. Another great 
way for university students to get 
involved is to host a screening of 
BULLY for local middle school 
and high school students, with 
student panels offering insight 
From your experience and obser-
vations, what are some effective 
ways to help victims of bullying?
Insights from an insider of The Bully Project 
into strategies to overcome such 
obstacles. To set these screenings 
up, you can contact info@
thebullyproject.com, or can email 
me at lmoringy@gmail.com.
Lee was relentlessly bullied 
when he was growing up in 
New York. I think he has carried 
that pain with him for a long 
time. Filmmaking really gave 
him a voice - a way to actively 
encourage positive change in the 
world. I think that he saw a need 
for an honest look at the current 
situation in schools. We as a 
public often turn a blind eye to 
these horrors and downplay their 
impact. Lee created The Bully 
Project - the movement behind 
the movie. The Bully Project 
has created a resource guide for 
teachers, parents, friends, and 
victims, including a “Special 
Needs Toolkit” with the National 
Center for Learning Disabilities. 
The intent is to continue the 
conversation and look for ways 
to combat the indifference that 
allows for bullying to occur!
The film’s struggle over it’s 
rating was a blessing in disguise - 
while it was a road-bump in terms 
of organizing school screenings, 
it got us unbelievable press. The 
MPAA originally rated “BULLY” 
as an “R” film, due to one scene 
in which a bully tormenting Alex 
says “fuck” more times than can 
be said in a “PG-13” movie. An 
“R” would have prevented us from 
being able to show the film in 
schools, and would have stopped 
kids from seeing the film in 
theaters without a parent present. 
We wanted to keep the language in 
this scene to give a realistic portrayal 
of bullying today, as it seems that a 
blind eye is often turned towards 
the problem. Why dumb it down 
any further? The MPAA disagreed; 
we lost our appeal by one vote, but 
gained support from celebrities 
like Johnny Depp, Justin Bieber, 
and Katy Perry (among MANY 
others). We eventually came to a 
compromise after submitting many 
different edits of the film. I hate that 
we had to compromise, and I think 
Lee was disappointed by this too...
but at the same time, he didn’t make 
this film to expose weaknesses 
within the MPAA’s Rating system 
(for that, you should watch THIS 
FILM IS NOT YET RATED); he 
made it to influence kids to be more 
conscientious of their actions. It 
was more important for them to see 
the documentary.
Alex is one of the strongest 
people I know. He is the most loyal, 
sweet, caring person, and I think 
that the film really makes you fall 
in love with the kid. I think his 
participation in BULLY was key in 
his ability to overcome bullying. 
He has really taken the opportunity 
to promote the film and use it as 
a platform to reach out to other 
victims. He has done so much: he 
has appeared on television shows 
such as Anderson Cooper and 
Good Morning America; he emails 
regularly with Justin Bieber, Usher, 
and Victoria Justice; and I just went 
to an awards show with him where 
he free-style rapped onstage with 
Sean Kingston. Since the film, he 
has moved to a new school, started 
singing in a rock band, and has 
become a total ladies man. He is an 
inspiration.
How was Alex able to overcome 
such intense bullying? How can 
others learn from him?
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GET INFORMED, GET INVOLVED— “BULLY,” a documentary directed by Lee Hirsh, relates 
true, poignant accounts of young bullying victims and interviews families whose children com-
mitted suicide as a result of bullying. The film has reached over 200,000 kids so far and hopes 
to reach one million. 
Alex Brennan 
VoiCes editor
Documentary explores when bullying goes unchecked
 Lee Hirsch tackled a heavy 
subject in his documentary 
“BULLY” which was released 
last March.  For one year, 
Hirsch followed the lives of 
five families whose children 
had traumatic experiences as 
victims of bullying.  The Long 
and Smalley families, who 
each lost a child to suicide as 
a result of bullying, began a 
campaign to expose bullying 
and urge people to prevent this 
situation from happening ever 
again.   
“Bully” shows that whether 
it’s bringing a gun to school, 
committing suicide, or going 
through life with no self-esteem, 
the repercussions of bullying 
are severe and demoralizing. 
The movie leaves viewers 
saddened, outraged and ready 
to take action. 
It’s about time someone 
called attention this epidemic. 
Bullying has been around 
forever, but it’s too often 
downplayed as teasing or just 
goofing off.  It’s a serious issue 
that is swept under the rug 
because no one is sure how to 
deal with it, and how to actually 
put a stop to it.  Most people don’t 
even realize that it’s happening. 
They remain ignorant, which in 
fact encourages the bullying to 
continue. 
I was appalled to see how 
some of the school officials “dealt 
with” the bullying they witnessed 
repeatedly.  It reminded me of 
my elementary school years; I 
was bullied to the extent where 
I became the bully so people 
would stop bullying me.  I am 
not proud of that, but being on 
both sides of the spectrum, I 
know that an apology and parent 
involvement can merely escalate 
the situations.  Purposeful 
intervention and serious 
consequences for bullies are 
necessary. Young students can’t 
be expected to handle these 
situations alone. 
For many of the kids being 
filmed, they resolved to move to 
a different school or a different 
town to escape relentless bullies 
and ineffective principals and 
staff. However, in some cases, 
bullying victims feel so powerless 
and alone that they take extreme 
action to end the situation. The 
most heartbreaking story in this 
film is perhaps that of 11-year-
old Ty Smalley who killed himself 
because he could no longer 
endure the bullying. The worst 
part of it is that the Smalleys are 
not the only parents who have 
lost a child to bullying. When 
has it become acceptable for 
kids to abuse other kids into 
such self-loathing? It never has 
and never will be acceptable.  
Everyone that I have spoken 
about this movie has a similar 
reaction: 1) they didn’t know it 
was this bad and 2) why is this 
still going on; why hasn’t anyone 
done anything about it?  This 
exact reaction is why I say now’s 
the time to do something about 
it.  I think what Lee Hirsch did 
with this documentary has been 
a long time coming.  
Everyone, I repeat, 
EVERYONE needs to see 
this movie. Parents, teachers 
and students need to be 
reminded that their actions 
have consequences.  But it 
needs to go one more step than 
watching a movie; we need to do 
something about it.  If we see 
someone being bullied, we need 
to step in and tell the abuser to 
cut it out. We need to stand up 
for our basic human rights and 
the rights of others who aren’t 
able to speak.  Let’s take action. 
The word “bully” prompts 
us to recall playground 
memories from our 
elementary school days or 
scenes from angst-ridden teen 
movies wherein caricatured 
jocks stuff stereotyped nerds 
into conveniently-sized 
lockers. But bullying is not 
just an adolescent problem: it 
is widely ignored but definitely 
present in collegiate and 
professional settings. 
Our trusted friend 
dictionary.com explains that 
a bully is anyone who “hurts, 
persecutes, or intimidates 
weaker people.” This does 
not match the description of 
a typical Hope student, but I 
believe bullying takes many 
forms beyond the black-and-
white textbook definition. I 
investigated the importance 
of this issue by considering my 
own experience and gathering 
the thoughts of Hope students. 
The worst bully I 
encountered was the boss of a 
job I had this past summer. He 
consistently belittled me and 
verbalized the inferior quality 
of my effort, even when I was 
doing my best. Although I 
have high self-esteem, it was 
upsetting to interact with 
someone who did not bother to 
see me as a person.
From this situation, I gained 
an understanding of the weight 
that words carry. I agree with 
Hope student Jordan Hill (’16) 
who said, “They don’t realize 
that everyone else is just as 
human and feels just as much 
as they do, and for this don’t 
even realize what it is they do 
to others.” 
It’s demoralizing to be torn 
down by what others say. With 
a complete understanding of 
this hurt, I strive to consider 
the impact that my words will 
have before I communicate 
with someone. 
One crucial element to 
sensitive communication is 
the awareness of diversity, 
and a respect for differences 
that reaches beyond mere 
tolerance. At Hope, certain 
religious beliefs and lifestyles 
are distinctly hegemonic, while 
minority views remain out of 
sight. Rejection of beliefs that 
are unfamiliar or contradictory 
to our own is a form of bullying. 
Even if this rejection is not 
abrasive, it still isolates the 
person, making him or her feel 
alone and unwanted. The first 
step to respecting a person 
with different beliefs is to 
recognize and ask about those 
beliefs.  This year’s Critical 
Issues Symposium focused on 
reconciliation—one important 
solution to bullying and 
exclusion. “Volf talked about 
the importance of learning to 
embrace others and being able 
to live under the same roof,” 
Connor Brady (’15) said. 
At first glance, Hope 
community members share 
a lot in common. This may be 
partially true, but each person 
is diverse, with a lifetime of 
unique experiences that have 
shaped his or her beliefs and 
lifestyles. 
Shannon Ventura (’15) said, 
“I like to reach out to others. 
Once I really get to know 
someone, I find out something 
about them that really surprises 
me.” We should strive to gain 
awareness the rich diversity 
that surrounds us.   
Rather than focusing on not 
bullying others, I think that we 
must actively seek ways to be 
more inclusive and sensitive to 
others, especially others who 
are different from ourselves. 
Briefly describe the struggle over 
the film’s rating. How do you 
(and the directer) feel about the 
end result?
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THERE IS HOPE— Lindsey poses with Alex 
Hopkins at a “BULLY” premeire. Against all odds, 
Alex overcame a struggle with cruel bullies and a 
schoolboard incapable of helping him. Watch the 
film to see his complete story. 
Describe your role with the 
Bully project. 
“Particularly as a Christian, it is a cop-out to simply say, “Well, 
I’m not a bully.” To be a Christian means we take seriously the 
truth that we belong to God and to one another. 
Belonging to one another means that we are responsible to and 
for one another. It means that if one member of the body suffers, 
we truly all suffer. It means we speak up when others are suffering. 
It is challenging, particularly for those of us entrenched in a 
culture that highly values individualism, to fundamentally believe 
that “I” am only as healthy as “we” are. So first, we need to wrap 
our minds around this and then begin to live into it by becoming 
attentive to where there is suffering and pain, and not turning the 
other way. It means we hold one another accountable.”
– Kate Davelaar, Chaplain  
Get more info about the Bully Project
thebullyproject.com twitter: @bullymoviefacebook.com/bullymovie
Lindsey Moringy, a fellow New 
York Arts Program participant, 
worked with The Bully Project 
last Spring. She currently studies 
at Southwestern University. 




We’re called to be better than merely not bullies
Words of wisdom: be inspired, be empowered, be yourself
Additional reporting by Odille Parker
